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sailors, airmen and Marines who are 
making such sacrifices. So in the sup-
plemental bill which we just passed, we 
add money for life insurance, we add 
money to give to the families of the 
soldiers who lose their lives, a death 
gratuity increase from $12,000 to 
$100,000 and the life insurance from 
$250,000 to $400,000. 

We need to keep these families in 
mind. And I have another picture here, 
a scene seen so often as a member of 
our Armed Forces prepares to leave or 
comes home from or to the loving arms 
of his or her family. We need to make 
sure that we are doing the things that 
we can, those of us in this body, my 
colleagues and I, to make sure we are 
doing everything, not only for the sol-
dier, but for the child as well. 

So as we recognize Military Spouse 
Appreciation Day, I think we need to 
do it in the context of the family, of 
the military family. Now more than 
ever it is particularly important to rec-
ognize and celebrate, and celebrate, our 
military spouses, those thousands who 
remain on the home front while their 
spouses have been deployed overseas to 
help fight in this war on terror. Like 
our military men and women, the mili-
tary spouse’s bravery goes unparal-
leled. They remain the strength that 
we do not always see but is ever 
present. And I know that is true from 
my own experience in the military, the 
importance of that family and the love 
that goes with it. 

This weekend we take the time to ap-
preciate all military spouses and moms 
nationwide for their strength, unity, 
patriotism and bravery. Their jobs are 
not easy, but it is these wonderful indi-
viduals that keep this country strong 
and remind us every day, remind us 
every day, of what we are fighting for. 

So on this weekend we want to say 
thank you to the military spouses 
across the Nation and, of course, happy 
Mother’s Day to our mothers. And I, 
like many of you, will need to be on my 
way to the store to buy that box of 
candy. Such a simple gesture, but 
every gesture we make reaching out to 
those that are so important in our own 
lives and to our men and women in uni-
form is something we have to do. 

I have one more picture I would like 
to put up as a way of kind of wrapping 
up my thoughts and comments today. 
Thanks for your support, the sign says, 
with these servicemen and women. And 
that thanks for your support needs to 
go every way in our country; them to 
their families, them to the rest of us in 
America, and we, the rest of us in 
America, to them and to our neighbors 
around the world. It takes support, it 
takes family support, it takes all of 
our support for our men and women in 
combat. And I believe it is incumbent 
upon all of us, all my colleagues, all 
Americans, every day in every way 
that we can to tell our men and women 
in uniform how much we love them and 
care for them and want to ensure their 
success and make sure that they have 
everything that they need in order to 
win this war. 

So sort of wrapping up, if you look 
back to what we have done, and some-
times we forget, we now have free men 
and women in Afghanistan for the first 
time ever. A democracy in Afghani-
stan. The first time ever in 5,000 years. 
There were women who could not go 
outside the house who are now serving 
proudly, serving their country and 
serving their fellow citizens proudly 
and looking forward to the advance-
ments of democracy in that country 
and giving them some hope for the fu-
ture. One of the poorest countries in 
the world beaten down by the brutal 
dictatorship under the Taliban and now 
free in a democracy growing with hope 
for the future. 

And in Iraq, in Iraq, the purple fin-
gers, the Iraqis walking for miles, 
defying threats of death to vote in a 
free election and establishing Iraq not 
as a haven for terrorists, not as the 
home of a brutal dictator killing tens 
and hundreds of thousands of his own 
people, but as a free democracy. 

Then, as we look at the progress our 
troops are making, their successes in 
battle, their successes in establishing 
relationships with the people of Af-
ghanistan and of Iraq, their successes 
in helping rebuild the infrastructure, 
we have much to be thankful for, my 
colleagues. But let us remember that it 
is not easy and it is not over, and it 
will take our continued vigilance in 
making sure that we are supporting 
our troops, expressing our love and 
support, and as we might say around 
here, making sure we are putting our 
money where our mouth is. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. LANTOS (at the request of Ms. 
PELOSI) for today after 1:00 p.m. 

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut (at the re-
quest of Ms. PELOSI) for today on ac-
count of a family medical emergency. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. SCHIFF) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:) 

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, for 5 min-

utes, today. 
Mr. DAVIS of Alabama, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. WELDON of Florida) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:) 

Mr. WELDON of Florida, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

Ms. FOXX, for 5 minutes, today. 

Mr. GUTKNECHT, for 5 minutes, May 
12. 

Mr. POE, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California, 

for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. WOLF, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GINGREY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GOHMERT, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS PRESENTED 
TO THE PRESIDENT 

Jeff Trandahl, Clerk of the House re-
ports that on May 4, 2005 he presented 
to the President of the United States, 
for his approval, the following joint 
resolutions. 

H.J. Res. 19. Providing for the appointment 
of Shirley Ann Jackson as a citizen regent of 
the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian In-
stitution. 

H.J. Res. 20. Providing for the appointment 
of Robert P. Kogod as a citizen regent of the 
Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 55 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, May 9, 
2005, at noon. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

1845. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary for Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting a report on U.S. 
military personnel and U.S. individual civil-
ians retained as contractors involved in sup-
porting Plan Colombia, pursuant to Public 
Law 106–246, section 3204 (f) (114 Stat. 577); to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

1846. A letter from the Acting Chief Coun-
sel, Office of Foreign Assets Control, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Iranian Transactions 
Regulations — received March 28, 2005, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on International Relations. 

1847. A letter from the Acting Chief Coun-
sel, Office of Foreign Assets Control, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Administrative Col-
lection of Civil Penalties in the Iranian As-
sets Control Regulations, the Libyan Sanc-
tions Regulations, and the Iraqi Sanctions 
Regulations — received March 30, 2005, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on International Relations. 

1848. A letter from the Acting Chief Coun-
sel, Office of Foreign Assets Control, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Syrian Sanctions 
Regulations — received April 5, 2005, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on International Relations. 

1849. A letter from the Presidential Ap-
pointments Officer, Department of State, 
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the 
Committee on Government Reform. 

1850. A letter from the Presidential Ap-
pointments Officer, Department of State, 
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed-
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the 
Committee on Government Reform. 
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